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E.  A.  Bryan,  Printer,  Llanfyllin. 


1 he  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  1956 
which  is  drawn  up  with  due  regard  to  the  Welsh  Board  ot  Health 
Circular  on  this  subject  No.  19/56  (Wales). 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Regulations  1955  came  into  effect 
during  the  year.  As  the  1'own  serves  a population  perhaps  twice 
or  three  times  as  large  as  it’s  own,  these  regulations  assume  an 
even  greater  importance  than  might  seem  to  be  the  case. 

During  the  year  the  designation  of  our  Sanitary  Inspector 
was  changed  to  the  more  appropriate  title  of  Public  Health 
Inspector.  This  change  implies  a potential  increase  in  the  range 
of  this  officer’s  duties  but  this  has  not  been  recent  or  sudden  and 
merely  clarifies  a situation  that  had  been  developing  over  many 
years.  I should  like  to  thank  him  for  his  assistance  in  the  prep- 
aration of  this  report. 


Yours  faithfully. 


I.  B.  MILLAR, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Llanfyllin  Borough  Council  at  31st  March,  1956. 


The  Mayor:  Alderman  Miss  £.  A.  MARTIN,  B.A. 
Deputy  Mayor:  Alderman  D.  JONES 

Alderman  E.  REES  DAVIES. 
Alderman  J.  HOWELLS. 


Councillors:  H.  BULLOCK. 

J.  E.  EVANS. 

J.  JONES. 
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REES  LLOYD. 

A.  F.  MANN. 

J.  M.  OWEN. 

E.  I.  REES. 

R.  D.  ROBERTS. 
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Officers  of  the  Council. 

..  T.  E.  A.  Jarvis,  Solicitor. 

. I.  B.  Millar,  M.D.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H 

Borough  Surveyor  and 
Public  Health 

Inspector LI.  O.  Evans,  Cert.  S.I.B.,  Cert.  R.S.I. 

(Meats  and  Other  Foods) 

Borough  Treasurer  ...  R.  A.  Birch,  A.I.M.T.A.,  A.C.W.A. 

Borough  Collecting  Officer  Mrs.  Edith  Jackson  (until  November 

1956) 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Davies  (from  November 

1956) 


Town  Clerk 
Medical  Officer 


SECTION  “A”. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  of  District — 8.143  acres. 

Registrar  General  s mid  year  estimate  of  resident 

population — 1,290 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Books — -404 
Rateable  Value  at  31st  March,  1956— £12,252 
Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate — £20 


Population. 

There  was  a fall  of  50  in  the  estimated  population  during 
the  year. 

Births. 

Legitimate. 

Male  3 (2  born  in  the  borough) 

Female  6 (4  born  in  the  borough) 

Illegitimate. 


Total  11  (6  born  in  the  borough) 

Crude  Birth  Rate  = 8.5  per  1 ,000  total  population. 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  (for  age  and  sex)  = 10.1  per  1,000  total 

population. 

Still  Births  — Nil. 

Infant  Deaths  — Nil. 

Deaths. 

Male  11 

Female  13 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 


Crude  Death  Rate  — 18.6  per  1 ,000  total  population. 

Corrected  Death  Rate  (for  age  and  sex)  = 13.76  per  1,000  total 
population. 


Average  age  at  death  — 72  years. 

Average  age  at  death  due  to  cancer  — 69.5  years, 
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Cause  of  Death  by  age  and  sex. 


Cause  Sex 

Malignant  neoplasm 

stomach  p 

Malignant  neoplasm 

lung.  etc.  p 

Malignant  neoplasm 

breast  p 

Malignant  neoplasm 

rectum  p 

Malignant  neoplasm 

pancreas  p 

Malignant  neoplasm  lip  ]\/J 

Vascular  lesions  of 

nervous  system  M 

F 

Coronary  disease  M 

F 

Other  heart  disease  M 

F 

Other  circulatory  disease  ]y[ 

F 

Influenza  p 

Other  diseases  of 

respiratory  p 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and 

duodenum  ty[ 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  M 

Other  defined  and  ill- 

defined  diseases  p 

Totals  M 

F 


Age  Groups 

40—50  50—60  60—70  70—80 

1 

1 

1 


1 


1 

1 1 
1 

' 2 

3 

1 


1 

1 

1 


2 7 

12  2 3 


Grand  Totals 


1 2 4 10 


80—90 


1 

1 


1 

1 

1 


1 


1 

2 

5 

7 


Total 
M F 


1 

1 

1 

1 


1 


1 


1 

r 

3 

3 


2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 


1 

1 


1 

11 

13 


24 


SECTION  “B”. 

National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

Public  Health  provisions  administered  by  the  County  Council 
(see  County  Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Report). 


SECTION  “C”. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water  Supplies. 

( i ) Quality. 

To  report  upon  the  quality  of  the  water  supplies  in  this  district 
it  is  necessary  to  distinguish  between  public  supplies  and  supplies 
drawn  from  private  sources. 
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The  public  supply  is  drawn  from  a well  sunk  in  valley  gravel. 
Samples  of  the  supply  are  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination 
each  month  and  the  results  of  such  examinations  have  been 
consistently  good  since  the  source  was  brought  into  use  in  I94j. 
During  the  year  under  review  13  samples  of  the  supply  were 
bacteriologically  examined,  and  all  were  highly  satisfactory. 

I he  private  supplies  are  mostly  from  shallow  wells  or  springs 
and  detailed  information  regarding  their  quality  is  not  available. 


In  general,  however,  1 would  not  expect  the  quality  of  the  private 
supplies  to  be  good.  During  the  year  under  review,  one  sample 
of  a privately  owned  water  supply  was  submitted  to 
bacteriological  examination  and  found  unsatisfactory. 


(ii)  Quantity. 

To  report  upon  the  adequacy  of  the  water  supplies  in  the 
Borough  it  is  again  necessary  to  deal  separately  with  those 
properties  which  are  within  reach  of  the  public  mains  and  those 
which  have  to  rely  on  private  supplies. 

The  public  supply  is  adequate  for  all  purposes.  The 
dwellings  and  population  supplied  from  the  mains  are  as  follows 

No.  of  Dwellings.  Population. 
Water  laid  on  to  house  or  curtilage  308  1,037 

Drawing  supplies  from  public 

standpipes 8 24 

This  is  82%  of  the  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population 
and  can  be  considered  as  satisfactory  in  view  of  the  large  rural 
area  which  forms  part  of  the  borough. 

Dealing  generally  with  the  properties  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
watermain  there  can  be  no  doubht  that  during  periods  of  drought 
the  supplies  are  inadequate.  The  elevation  of  some  properties  makes 
it  difficult  to  supply  them  economically  but  I consider  that  the 
watermains  should  be  extended  wherever  possible  so  as  to  make 
the  maximum  use  of  an  adequate  source. 

(iii)  Plumbo-Solvent  Action. 

I he  public  water  supply  is  treated  for  the  correction  of  pH  value 
and  I would  not  expect  the  water  to  have  a marked  aggressive  action 
on  metals. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Following  the  construction  of  new  sewerage  works  for  the 
town  the  position  regarding  drainage  and  sewerage  is  satisfactory 
within  the  built-up  area  of  the  district. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

The  construction  of  the  new  sewerage  scheme  made  it  possible 
to  convert  most  of  the  pail  closets  in  the  town.  At  the  end  of  the 

year  there  were  no  pail  closets  in  use  in  the  built-up  area  of  the 
district. 
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Public  Cleansing. 


Throughout  the  year  under  review  arrangements  were  in  force 
for  the  weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  from  the  built-up  area  of 
the  district.  1 he  service  was  confined  to  the  contents  of  bins  and  the 
refuse  was  disposed  of  on  a tip  situated  outside  the  borough.  I he 
capacity  of  the  tip  is  limited  and  a new  disposal  site  is  required. 


Sanitary  Inspections. 

As  a result  of  inspections  made  by  the  Council  s Public 
Health  Inspector  the  following  informal  notices  were  served,  with  the 
results  indicated. 

P.H.  Act  1936  F & D Act  1935 

No.  of  Notices  Served 7 1 

Complied  with  during  the  year  6 1 

One  statutory  notice  was  served  and  complied  with  during 
the  year. 


Shops  and  Offices. 

Informal  action  was  taken  regarding  unsatisfactory  conditions 
at  one  shop  and  improvements  were  carried  out. 

Camping  Sites. 

There  are  no  licensed  camping  sites  in  the  district. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

No  action  necessary  during  the  year. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  no  swimming  baths  or  pools  in  the  area. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 


SECTION  "D” 


Factories,  Act,  1937. 

During  the  year  informal  action  was  taken  with  regard  to  one 
factory  within  the  Borough  and  improvements  carried  out. 
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SECTION  “E”. 

The  following  information  is  required  to  be  included  in  this 
report : — 

( 1 ) 1 here  were  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  1956  the  following 

numbers  of  premises  where  food  is  prepared,  sold  or  stored: 


Bakehouses  0 

Butcher’s  Shops  2 

Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Shop  . . 1 

General  Provisions  Shops  ...  4 

Greengrocer’s  Shops  3 

2 

C O ••  •••  •••  •••  • • • M 

Confectioner’s  Shops  . . . . 3 

Licensed  Premises 6 


(2)  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  requires  the 
registration  of  all  premises  used  for  the  manufacture  or  sale  of  ice 
cream  or  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages  or  potted, 
pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food  intended  for  sale.  The  following 
numbers  of  premises  are  so  registered: — 

For  the  sale  of  ice  cream 4 

For  the  manufacture  ot  ice  cream  1 

( 3 ) Five  inspections  of  registered  food  premises  were  made 
during  the  year. 

(4)  Educational  activity  in  relation  to  food  hygiene  was 
confined  to  advice  and  discussion  during  routine  inspection  of  food 
premises. 


( 5 )  One  slaughterhouse  was  in  operation  in  the  district 
throughout  the  year  and  the  following  table  shows  meat  inspected 
and  condemned. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

excluding  Cows 
Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  Killed 

125 

1 

1008 

185 

Number  Inspected  ... 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and  Cis- 
ticercosis. 

83 

1 

672 

123 

7 


Whole  Carcases  Con- 
demned   

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  ...  26 

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis  or 

cisticercosis  31.3% 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   — 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . . — 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  tuber- 
culosis   — 

Cisticercosis  Only  Nil 


18  1 


1 

3 

20 

2 

2 


Condemnations  1956 


Bovine  Head . 

Bovine  Livers. 

Parts  Bovine  Liver. 

Bovine  Lungs. 

Parts  Hindquarter  Lamb. 

Total  Wei 


2 Parts  Forequater  Lamb. 
2 Sheep  Flanks. 

1 Sheeep  Pluck. 

10  Sheep  Livers. 

1 Part  Hindquarter  Pig. 

— 195ilbs. 


SECTION  “F”. 


Notification  of  Infectious  Disease. 

This  year  was  singularly  free  from  infectious  and  in 
consequence  the  number  of  notifications  was  limited  to  four. 

Tuberculosis  of  Lungs  ...  1 (female  aged  59  years) 

Tuberculosis  (other  forms)  ...  1 (male  aged  40  years) 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 (male  aged  8 years) 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  . . 1 (male  aged  72  years) 

National  Assistance  Act  1946 — Section  47 

No  action  was  necessary  under  this  section  during  the  year. 


S 


